Since the issue of the double number of this journal, containing extracts from the minutes of the first meeting of the Society, the Secretary has been repeatedly interrogated, both verbally and by letter, as to the prospects and designs of this extensive professional association in the United States. He has replied as fully and promptly as circumstances would permit, to all these inquiries, so far as he has been made acquainted with the views and intentions of the pricipal agents in the great work of organized reform in that department of surgical practice which falls exclusively to the lot of the surgeon dentist. But he has found it impossible to exhibit the subject in its various aspects, either in the form of correspondence by letter, or in occasional conversations ; and he has, therefore, consented to devote a few pages of the present number of the journal to this important topic, For the purpose of imparting to the subject as much arrangement as the nature of the case will admit, it will be well to consider it under the two following heads :?The objects to be attained?and the means of their attainment.
Among the primary objects kept steadily in view by the projector of this society and his professional coadjutors, may be alledged?first:?the public good, resulting from the united efforts of the most distinguished and enterprizmg dental practitioners in the United States, aided by those of other countries, in settling the best methods of practice in all forms of dental disease.
Under this head of our subject, will be classed the effort to In the second place The encouragement of genuine merit and well intended effort in the cause of humanity, will have the effect of sustaining a respectable class of dental practitioners, to whom alone the public will, in time, learn to look for relief in dental diseases. Hitherto, community has been almost wholly unimformed as to the comparative competency of the several classes of professed surgeon dentists. This society will have power to establish lines of demarkation between the truly competent and the mere pretenders to dental knowledge. Such as deserve support will be sustained and encouraged by the combined influence of the entire dental association in the United States, insomuch that the simple fact of membership will constitute a passport to public favour.
But it must of necessity require some little time before the necessary information can be obtained by the Executive Committee, to enable them to recommend to the society, every individual in the profession, who may deserve its protection and support. But as soon as this object can be fully effected, those who have nothing to recommend them but the arts of quackery and the vices which should disgrace them, will be compelled to feed upon the gullibility of that portion of society who prefer ignorance to knowledge, and vice to virtue.
In the third place :?the elevation of the profession from the condition of scattered individuals to the rank of an organized association, recognized by the laws of the land, and acknowledged by similar bodies among the other professions, will be one of the earliest effects of the formation of the American Society of Dental Surgeons. Thirdly :?New associates will be annually admitted to the society, from among those younger members of the profession who have qualified themselves to stand in the places of those who have been removed from its ranks by death or otherwise. Indeed, the natural augmentation of the population of these States, from year to year, will demand large accessions to the number of dental operators, in order to keep pace with the wants of society.
Fourthly :?A system of popular Essays, in the form of small tracts, are in progress of active preparation, twelve of which are expected to be ready for publication and delivery by the time of the next annual meeting of the society. These brief essays, on the most important topics connected with the diseases of the teeth, are designed to be distributed by the members of the society among their patients. They are, therefore, intended to instruct, not so much the profession as the community at large, on the several subjects of which they treat. These tracts, it is hoped, will be issued at a cheap rate and in large quantities to meet the general demand.
Fifthly :?The subject of conferring the degree of dental Surgery, has engaged the early attention of the society, and the committee appointed to prepare the Diploma, and its appropriate seal, has already nearly completed ics task. perly educated dental practitioners in twenty-six states, besides several territories soon to become states, will require more than one dental college as soon as this mode of professional education shall be generally pursued. When we reflect that the necessities of community will require at least one dentist to every four physicians throughout the land, in order to counteract the luxurious habits, the hereditary tendencies, and the inveterate negligence of the inhabitants on the score of cleanliness of the teeth, we arrive at the necessary conclusion that schools of dental instruction will be demanded in the ratio of at least one to four, compared with those of general surgery and medicine.
Seventhly. The dental magazine already established, being the first publication of the kind in any age or country, so far as history informs us, has received the decided approbation of the Society, with the assurance of its constant support.
Although the conductors and original projectors of the American Journal of Dental Science, were quite willing to resign the publication into the hands of the society, that body was disposed to decline the transfer, believing that the periodical would be best conducted on its present plan, modified perhaps, on the appearance of the second volume, so as to assume the form of a quarterly, instead of a monthly publication.
By the time of the second annual meeting of the Society, in August next, much progress will be made towards bringing the association into regular form, provided the Agent appointed to make application for a charter to the Legislature of the State of New York, at its ensuing Session, shall meet with desired success. Indeed, so few, and so reasonable are the powers and privileges requested in this charter, that the success of the application is scarcely problematical. By the period abovementioned, the Diploma will be ready for its seal, signature, and distribution. Twelve popular Essays, on very important topics, will be ready for distribution among the members, and, indeed, several of them will be put to press under the sanction and authority of the Publishing Committee before that period. Many additional members will be reported by the Executive Committee whose duty it is to examine the qualification and claims of all individuals of the profession proposed or applying for admission. Moreover, the Examining Committee will be ready at the next meeting to investigate the qualifications of students from the offices of private instructors, who shall be presented for examination.
The accomplishment of all these important objects, in the compass of a single year, will require the faithful attention of the officers, committees and active members of the society during the few remaining months :?and it is Confidently believed that after the next annual meeting the association "will be in full and successful operation in all departments of its use. 
